Road-Rail Transport
insurance policy. The deposit would have to be made with
the Accountant-General, and this would be used to meet
the claims preferred by aggrieved parties. The sum of a
lakh of rupees was suggested by the Insurance Committee
of 1936 to suit Indian conditions. The Select Committee
vetoed the suggestion, because it would not be feasible in
any but the largest motor associations and the Railways to
make such a large deposit. As for the Railways, the Com-
mittee rightly thought that their financial status was itself
sufficient guarantee. Nor did they consider the question
of the State being compelled to insure its own vehicles.
The reason for this is obvious, for, that would involve the
curious procedure of the Government having to adjudicate
against itself for claims of compensation.
These, briefly, are the main provisions of the new Act
that will shortly be law. It is admittedly a very healthy
piece of legislation and is bound to be a great influence in
the control of road-motor vehicles. By making it com-
pulsory for any person desirous of running a motor vehicle
to insure heavily against the possible dangers of the road,
a healthy fear is instilled into his breast, making for
sobriety and care. He can no longer afford to tear along
the road at break-neck speed in the knowledge that even
if something untoward were to happen, he could, at the
very worst, make a compromise by making a small com-
pensation. By making the insurer liable for action in
the event of the insured turning insolvent, it exercises a
<?heck on the grant of a policy on all and sundry as the
Company will go into the antecedents of the person
concerned, to assess his financial worth. Lastly, even
death will not be a bar to the continuance of proceeding
agatost a deceased person insured for damages. Thus,
at every point, a check is exercised, and it is this knowledge
that ensures healthy and controlled operation here as in
all other forms of human behaviour.
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